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which he can be tried. Therefore, it is, Sir, that we hold the King can do no wrong; that whatever may happen to be wrong in government may not be above our reach, by being ascribed to Majesty1. Redress is always to be had against oppression, by punishing the immediate agents. The King, though he should command, cannot force a Judge to condemn a man unjustly; therefore it is the Judge whom we prosecute and punish. Political institutions are formed' upon the consideration of what will most frequently tend to the good of the whole, although now and then exceptions may occur. Thus it is better in general that a nation should have a supreme legislative power, although it may at times be abused. And then, Sir, there is this consideration, that if the abuse be enornioits, Nature will rise up, and claiming her original rights, overturn a corrupt political system! I, mark this animated sentence with peculiar pleasure, as a noble instance of that truly dignified spirit of freedom which ever glowed in his heart, though he was charged with slavish tenets by superficial observers; because he was at all times indignant against that false patriotism, that pretended love of freedom, that unruly restlessness, which is inconsistent with the stable authority of any good government2.
This generous sentiment, which he uttered with great fervour, struck me exceedingly, and stirred my blood to that pitch of fancied resistance, the possibility of which I am glad to keep in mind, but to which I trust I never shall be forced.
' Great abilities (said he) are not requisite for an Historian; for in historical composition, all the greatest powers of the human mind are quiescent. He has facts ready to his hand; so there is no exercise of invention. Imagination is not required in any high degree; only about as much as is used in the lower kinds of poetry. Some penetration, accuracy, and colouring will
1 Fifteen years later Lord George     will evince that lawful  and  settled
Germaine,   Secretary  of   State,  as-     authority   is   very   seldom   resisted
sorted  in  a  debate ' that the King     when it is well employed. . . . Men
" was    his    own    Minister,"   which     are easily kept obedient to those who
Charles   Fox   took   up   admirably,     have   temporal   dominion   in   their
lamenting  that   His   Majesty "was     hands, till their veneration is dissi-
liis own unadvised Minister."'   Wai-     pated by such wickedness and folly
pole's Journal of the Reign of George     as can neither be defended nor con-
///, 11.314.                                           coaled.1    The Rambler, No. 50.    See
3 'The general story of mankind    post, March 31, 1772.
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